IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of 

FERNER et al Atty. Ref.: 2483-36 

Serial No. to be assigned Group: unknown 

Filed: July 24, 2001 Examiner: unknown 

For: METHOD AND DEVICE FOR DATA COMMUNICATION 
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Assistant Conraiissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please substitute the following amended claims for corresponding claims previously 
presented. A copy of the amended claims showing current revisions is attached. 

1. {AMENDED} A method for initiating a connection between a first computer connected to an 
IP network and at least one second computer connected to a network where the location is 
indicated by another number than an IP-address, the two networks being connected through at 
least one access router, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving in a device in the IP network from the first computer a request of being 
connected to the at least one second computer; 

identifying, in the device a number corresponding to the IP-address of each second 
computer; 

providing information about this at least one corresponding number to one of the access 
routers; 

receiving this information in the access router, which sets up a line from the first 
computer to each second computer; 
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connecting the first computer with the at least one second computer. 

2. {AMENDED} A method according to claim 1, characterized by using an address data 
base connected to the device to match the IP-address to a number. 

3. { AMENDED } A method according to claim 1 , characterized by identifying the JP- 
address with a telephone number. 

4. { AMENDED } A method according to claim 1 , characterized by receiving in the device 
a request from the first computer for a connection to the at least one second computer, said 
device being connected to the IP-network and to the access routers. 

5. { AMENDED } A method according to claim 1 , characterized by using a free line data 
base, comprising information about which lines from the access routers that are free at the 
moment, to choose a line for the connection. 

6. { AMENDED } A method according to claim 1 , characterized by receiving in an access 
router the request from the first computer for a connection to the at least one second computer, 
sending a question about the IP-address and number correspondence from the access router to 
the device and receiving an answer in the access router from the device. 

7. { AMENDED } A device for identifying a number to an IP-address, characterized in that 
the device is connectable to at least one access router and in that it comprises device receiving 
means for receiving a request for address information, retrieving means, connected to the 
device receiving means, for forwarding this request to an address data base arid for receiving 
the answer from the address data base and information means, connected to the retrieving 
means, for informing the access router about this number correspondence. 
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8. {AMENDED} A device according to claim 7, characterized in that it is connectable to a 
free line data base and in that the retrieving means is adapted to also send a question to the free 
line data base about which lines that are free to use for the moment and in that the retrieving 
means also is adapted to receive an answer from the free line data base and in that the 
informing means is also adapted to inform the access router about which line that should be 
used for the connection. 

9. {AMENDED} A device according to claim 7, characterized in that it is adapted to be 
placed in the IP-network and to be in contact with more than one access router. 

10. {AMENDED} A device according to claim 7, characterized in that it is adapted to be 
placed in, or in direct connection to, each access router. 

11. { AMENDED } An access router adapted for connecting an IP-network and a network 
where the location is indicated by another number than an IP-address to each other, 
characterized in that it comprises information receiving means adapted for receiving 
information from a device about the IP-address and number correspondence and/or which line 
out from the access router that should be used for a connection. 

12. {AMENDED} An access router according to claim 1 1, characterized in that it 
comprises sending means from which a request is sent to the device about the IP-address and 
number correspondence and/or which line out from the access router that should be used for the 
connection. 

13. { AMENDED } An access router according to claim 1 1 , characterized in that it 
comprises a device according to claim 7. 
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14. { AMENDED } A network comprising interconnected subnetworks with different 
address number systems, characterized in that it comprises a device according to claim 7 and an 
access router according to claim 11. 

REMARKS 

The above amendments are made to place the claims in a more traditional format. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the current 
amendment. The attached page/s is/are captioned " Version With Markings To Show 
Changes Made . " 



Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 



HWB:lsh 

1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 



July 24, 2001 



By: M^,^ 3Wf 




H. Warren Bunram, Jr. 
^ Reg. No. 29,366 



Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
IN THE CLAIMS 

1. {AMENDED} A method for initiating a connection between a first computer [(19)] 
connected to an IP network [(13)] and at least one second computer [(3)] connected to a 
network [(1)] where the location is indicated by another number than an IP-address, the two 
networks being connected through at least one access router [(9,11 #3)], the method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving in a device [(21;61)] in the IP network from the first computer [(19)] a request 
of being connected to the at least one second computer [(3)]; 

identifying, in the device [(21;61)] a number corresponding to the IP-address of each 

second computer [(3)]; 

providing information about this at least one corresponding number to one of the access 

routers [(11;63)]; 

receiving this information in the access router [(1 1;63)], which sets up a line from the 
first computer [(19)] to each second computer [(3)]; 

connecting the first computer [(19)] with the at least one second computer [(3)]. 

2. {AMENDED } A method according to claim 1 , [characterised] characterized by using 
an address data base [(23;65)] connected to the device [(21;61)] to match the IP-address to a 
number. 

3. {AMENDED} A method according to claim 1 [or 2], [characterised] characterized by 
identifying the JP-address with a telephone number. 

4. {AMENDED } A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] claim 1, 
[characterised] characterized by receiving in the device [(21)] a request from the first computer 
[(19)] for a connection to the at least one second computer [(3)], said device [(21)] being 
connected to the IP-network [(13)] and to the access routers [(9,1 1)]. 
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5. {AMENDED } A method according to [any one of the preceding claims] claim 1, 
[characterised] characterized by using a free line data base [(25)], comprising information about 
which lines from the access routers [(9,1 1)] that are free at the moment, to choose a line for the 
connection. 

6. {AMENDED} A method according to [any one of the claims 1-3] claim 1, 
[characterised] characterized by receiving in an access router [(63)] the request from the first 
computer [(19)] for a connection to the at least one second computer [(3)], sending a question 
about the IP-address and number correspondence from the access router [(63)] to the device 
[(61)] and receiving an answer in the access router [(63)] from the device [(61)]. 

7. {AMENDED } A device for identifying a number to an IP-address, [characterised] 
characterized in that the device [(21;61)] is connectable to at least one access router [(9,11;63)] 
and in that it comprises device receiving means [(34;76)] for receiving a request for address 
information, retrieving means [(36;78)], connected to the device receiving means [(34;76)], for 
forwarding this request to an address data base [(23;65)] arid for receiving the answer from the 
address data base [(23;65)] and information means [(43;88)], connected to the retrieving means 
[(36;78)], for informing the access router [(9,11;63)] about this number correspondence. 

8. {AMENDED} A device according to claim 7, [characterised] characterized in that it is 
connectable to a free line data base [(25)] and in that the retrieving means [(36)] is adapted to 
also send a question to the free line data base [(25)] about which lines that are free to use for 
the moment and in that the retrieving means [(36)] also is adapted to receive an answer from 
the free line data base [(25)] and in that the informing means [(43)] is also adapted to inform 
the access router [(9,1 1;63)] about which line that should be used for the connection. 

9. {AMENDED} A device according to claim 7 [or 8], [characterised] characterized in 
that it is adapted to be placed in the IP-network [(13)] and to be in contact with more than one 
access router [(9,11)]. 
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10. {AMENDED} A device according to claim 7 [or 8], [characterised] characterized in 
that it is adapted to be placed in, or in direct connection to, each access router [(9,63)]. 

1 1 . {AMENDED } An access router adapted for connecting an IP-network [(13)] and a 
network [(1)] where the location is indicated by another number than an IP-address to each 
other, [characterised] characterized in that it comprises information receiving means [(45;90)] 
adapted for receiving information from a device [(21;61)] about the IP-address and number 
correspondence and/or which line out from the access router [(9,1 1 ;63)] that should be used for 
a connection. 

12. {AMENDED} An access router according to claim 11, [characterised] in that it 
comprises sending means [(75)] from which a request is sent to the device [(61)] about the IP- 
address and number correspondence and/or which line out from the access router [(63)] that 
should be used for the connection. 

13. {AMENDED} An access router according to claim 11 [or 12], [characterised] 
characterized in that it comprises a device [(61)] according to claim 7 [or 8]. 

14. {AMENDED} A network comprising interconnected subnetworks with different 
address number systems, [characterised] characterized in that it comprises a device according to 
[any one of the claims 7-10] claim 7 and an access router according to [any one of the claims 
11-13] claim 11 . 
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